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Abstract  

Learning a language first hand or second, it needs a set of rules and regulations to be 

followed. Some rules are framed with a structure and many a rule is spontaneous as per the need of the 

students and teacher’s rapport. The following article focuses on the practical skeleton of phenomena 

for the learning of a language. From personal to interpersonal relationship, there are various methods 

to be grasped for the better performance in life as well in language, which are from the author’s point 

of view dealt for the future researchers to go on.  
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In the globalizedworld, English is thelanguageusedmostoften. English, the lingua franca of 

the global conscience, is being used forcommunication, business, education and opportunity in 

general. Though the mother tongue is predominant in most parts of India, 

Englishoccupiesaplaceofprestigeinthe 

country.Thelatestandthemostaccurateinformationabouttheadvancementsofscienceandtechnologyis 

immediately available to us through the medium of Englishandinformation areinextricablyinter-

woven. 

Indiaisamulti-lingualcountry,wherepeoplespeakmorethan350languagesanddialects.Indians 

are used to a particular pattern of pronunciation, intonation, stressand phonology of their mother 

tongue.When they start learning Englishlanguage with its own set of patterns and rules, it 

resultsintheproblemsinteachingandlearningprocessofEnglishlanguage. Corder mentions on changes 

asalearningexperienceandevaluation with a special mention to the objectives of education as:  

Everyeducationalsystemhascertainobjectives,whichaimatbringingaboutdesirablechangesinpupil.Inorde

rtobringaboutthose changes,theinstitutionsarrangelearningexperience.Thesuccessoflearning can be 

judged only in terms of the changes brought about by thisexperience (S. P. Corder,1981). 

Concentrating on the factors that affect the teaching-learning processin India, there are 

numbers of categories applied. The students community in India can be categorized as the onehaving 

the regional language as medium of study from the primary leveland the other is having English as the 

medium of study. Hence, the problem of teaching English as a second language, to 

theIndianstudentsstartsfromthepre-schooling. Barson has stated on education with the stress free 

atmosphere for learning as: 

Englishisseennotjustasausefulskill,butasasymbolofabetterlife,apathwayoutofpovertyandoppression.As

piration of such magnitude is a heavy burden for any language, and forthose who have responsibility 

for teaching it, to bear. The challenges ofproviding universal access to English are significant, and 

many are bound to feel frustrated at the speed of progress. But we cannot ignore the waythat the 

English language has emerged as a powerful agent for change inIndia(Barson,1996). 

English is, practically known as the most widely spoken language in the world standing outas 

the most popular language on earth. Since each language has its own peculiarity and uniqueness, no 

language- ancient or modern-canbecomparedwithEnglishinthenumber as of geographicaldistributions. 

Apartfrombeing native or the first language in countries as widely apart as the 

UnitedKingdom,TheUnitedStatesofAmerica,Canada,Australia,NewZealandandSouthAfrica,Englishisa

nimportantsecondlanguagealmosteverywhereintheworld with different articulation. 

TheSahityaAcademyofIndiarecognizes English as one of the Indian languages with the 

statistics shown  thatover half the world periodicals are printed in English; three quartersofthe world’s 

mail is written in English and three fifth of the world radiostationsbroadcastinEnglish.  

The teaching of English in our schools is far from satisfactory that thestudents learn English 

for about six periods in a week for six yearshardly know hundred and fifty words by the time they join 

a college. It is quite evident that they are not able to learn English words at therate of one word per 

period. Having not known the  how and the when to use the commonststructures in English, the 

conditions of teaching English are differentfrom State to State being pathetic in condition. 
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The performance of the students in urban schools isbetter than the students in the rural 

schools, which is known that it is due to the mixing of multi linguistic approach in the way of life. 

Likewise, theattainment of students in public schools /model school is better than thatof their 

counterparts in ordinary schools. For this,it could be enlisted by some oftheshortcomings.  

With the effects of ‘MassEducationPolicy’oftheIndian Government,classrooms are over-

crowded. In the government schools of Tamil Nadu, ateacher is expected to manage hundred students. 

Within the time slice of theperiod(45Minutes)ateacherisexpectedtochecktheattendance,verify the given 

home-work, keep up the discipline of the class and finally the 

expectedgeneralintroductiontothetopicfollowedby lecture/ discussion or demonstration and feed-back. 

There are many other techniques applied according to the classroom environment of the teacher and 

the students. These multiple load of works pulls the  eacher back from payingindividualattention 

tostudents. 

HavingnosupervisionontheworkoftheEnglishteachers,theyhavenoopportunitytogetanyguidanc

efromexperts finding nosymposiums/seminarsareconductedfortheteacherstoupdateand enrich 

thesubjectknowledge, which has to be the basic principle of teaching English.  

Most of the government aided schools in Indiado not have the facilities ofAudio–

Visualaidsas,Linguaphonerecords,Filmstrips,Radio,Television and other latest tools to teach English. 

Even the schools thathavelimitedaids, still,donot makeuseofthem. Though keeping away from all the 

electronic media, a teacher could perform with multiple modes of techniques, the teachers themselves 

need orientation on teaching and understanding students from their side.  

ThefactorsthatinfluencetheacquisitionofEnglishasecondlanguage is understood as the 

‘internal factor’. Internal factors are those that the individual language learner brings with him 

orhertotheparticularlearningsituation, which usually does not take place in the Indian system of 

education, since the concentration on the marks and the placement – even the pressure from the 

parental side. Ohta presents the situation of learning the second language with the comparison of skills 

as: 

AsaneedfortheSecondlanguage,theacquisitionisinfluencedbytheageofthelearner.Children,whoalreadyh

avesolidliteracyskillsintheirown language, seem to be in the best position to acquire a new 

languageefficiently (Ohta, 2011).  

Based on the words above, the motivated older learners can be very successful and it is 

astruggletoachievenative-speaker-equivalentpronunciationandintonation. The need to have time 

management is the essential notion with regard to the learning of second language and the teaching 

guide as well. 

Keepinginmindtheslowlearners, the introvertedoranxiouslearnersusuallymakeslowerprogress. 

In the development oforal skills, the exposure of the pupils with 

opportunitiestospeak,ortoseekoutsuchopportunities. The outgoing students do not worryabout the 

inevitability of making mistakes, however they concentrate on the ‘sender-receiver’ mode of 

communication, even in the field of education. 

Specific notions on the motivation that the student need is far away from the performance in 

the subject they make. T. Rogers andJ. Richards havebeen framing results out of their research as, 

“…tocorrelatestronglywitheducational achievement. Clearly, students who enjoy languagelearningand 

take pride in their progress will do better thanothers(14). The basic environment of the self for the 

performance is the skill that is modified in the language English, for which the pupils have to be made 

prepared and performed.  

There iasense of extrinsic motivation, which is a significant factor. 

ESLstudents,forexample,whoneedtolearnEnglishinordertotakeaplaceat a well-known university or to 

communicate with people, are likely tomakegreaterefforts andthusgreaterprogress. Finding the 

learners who have acquired general knowledge andexperience, exposing themselves to the society 

with warmth of outward ambience isinastronger positiontodevelopanewlanguage, whether it is 

English or any other language.  

The student who has already been exposed to various languagesand cultures has a stronger 

base for learning a further language than thestudentwho hasn’thadsuch experiences. It arises out of the 

passion for learning and the interest to maintain a skill.In general, it seems that students with greater 

cognitiveabilities will make the progress faster. Some linguists believe that there isaspecific, and 

innatelanguagelearningabilitythatisstrongerinsomestudentsthan in others. Whether it is from the source 

of heredity or from the learning environment, it has to be taken into consideration from the individual 

point of view, research or study.  

Nativelanguage studentswhoarelearningasecondlanguage,which is from the same language 
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family as their first language feel mucheasiertask than thosewho are not. Concerned with the 

externalfactors, the student whose are characterized with theparticularlanguagelearningsituation is the 

key role for the learning environment that frames the personality of the individual even.  

For ESL students, it is important to know thetotality of their educational experience, which 

has to be appropriate for their needs. Still, it has not been maintained by the number of institutions and 

the policy makers - the government of the States. The basic principle of learning a language is 

considered to be easy and adaptable to theirpracticalday-to-daylife. 

There multiple variations in the teaching style of the teacher that have direct and indirect 

influence on the students. Clearly, some language teachers are better than others, with regard to 

languageandtheskillonthesubject, 

providingappropriateandeffectivelearningexperiencesforthestudentsintheirclassrooms.Thesestudentswi

llmakefasterprogress. 

Stating the evidences,thestudentsinsituations of their own culture and the custom in the 

societyhavealowerphenomena.Itcouldbeinferredthatthstudentswhoaregivencontinuing,appropriateenco

uragement to learn by their teachers and parents will generally farebetterthanthosewhoarenot minded. 

Theopportunitytointeractwithnativespeakersbothwithinandoutsideoftheclassroomisasignificantadvanta

ge. It is not every time possible in all countries, other than hiring a native. However, there are online 

web sites to have regular practice of the langue as the native speakers do in their conversation. Still, 

nativespeakersarelinguisticmodelsandcanprovideappropriatefeedback. It is not clearly proven, whether 

the second-languagelearnerswhohavenoextensive access to native speakers are likely to make slower 

progress. It depends on the individual’s interest and passion. 

Having understood the difficulties in learning, the second language, the forces that account 

forthe arousal, selection, direction, and continuation of behavior are much to have care. To a certain 

sort of behavior, motivation can bedefined as a concept used to describe the factors within an 

individual. It is a goal that is being set and the motivationisgoal-directedbehavior,developed by 

continuous practice and concentration. 

Motivation is considered as a significant element both in internal and external factors with 

regard to the acquisition of new language learning. It is also known as ‘Truscott’s thought’, “… 

neglectedheartof language teaching.As teachers, we often forget that all of our learning activities are 

filteredthrough our students’ motivation” (23). 

The learning situation or the learning environmentplaysanimportantroletomotivate the 

students for learningalanguage as second one.According to Williams and Burden’s (1997) framework 

of motivation inlanguagelearning, 

thelearningenvironmentshouldbeconsiderfollowingaspectstomakethelearnertoproduceadesiredresult 

as: Comfort, Resources, Timeofday,week,year, Sizeofclassandschool, and Classandschoolethos.  

Finding the properly un-trained younger students, however, often do not have a high degree 

of self-motivation. Due to the parental stress or the social crush, they are enforced to be in the learning 

environment. To create a positive classroom environment that could engage and motivate the students 

externally. This arises by casting away of fear making the students feel comfortable, safe and engaged 

– somethingthat the students deserve.  

Supervision on the work of the Englishteachers could guide them perform in a better manner 

the learning skill to the students. Teacherscould use the 

opportunitytogetanyguidancefromexperts.Needed symposiumor seminaris considered as the basic 

need to updateand enrich thesubjectknowledge. The known modernized method of teaching 

commences with the facilities ofAudio–Visualaids. It comprises of 

Linguaphonerecords,Filmstrips,Radio,Television and other latest tools to teach English. To start with, 

the schools could have the start with the available aids.  

The functional factors thatinfluencetheacquisitionofEnglishasecondlanguagewith the internal 

and external factors accommodated with theparticularlearningsituation.Second languageacquisitionis 

influenced by theageofthelearner.Children,whoalreadyhavesolidliteracyskillsintheirown 
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language, seem to be in the best position to acquire a new languageefficiently(Ohta, 2011). Motivated, 

older learners can be very successfultoo,butusuallystruggletoachievenative-speaker-

equivalentpronunciationandintonation. 

Itisthepersonalitythatawakenstheintrovertedoranxiouslearnersusuallymakeslowerprogress,particul

arlyinthedevelopmentoforalskills.Theyarelesslikelytotakeadvantageofopportunitiestospeak,ortoseekoutsuc

hopportunities(J.Richards, 2011). More outgoing students will not worryabout the inevitability of making 

mistakes. They will take risks, and thuswillgivethemselvesmuchmorepractice. 

The explicating of motivation to the students is the high want of the learning environment with 

future framing. Applying intrinsicmotivationhasbeenfoundtocorrelatestronglywitheducational 

achievement. Students who enjoy languagelearning. Taking pride in their progress will do better 

thanothers(T.Rogers andJ.Richards, 2014).  

Extrinsicmotivationisalsoasignificantfactor. StudentswhoneedtolearnEnglishinordertotakeaplaceat 

a well-known university or to communicate with people, are likely tomakegreaterefforts 

andthusgreaterprogress.The student who has already been exposed to various languagesand cultures has a 

stronger base for learning a further language than thestudentwho hasn'thadsuch experiences. “Learners 

who have acquired general knowledge andexperienceareinastronger positiontodevelopanewlanguage” 

(SheenY,2009). 

In general, it seems that students with greater cognitiveabilities will make the faster progress. 

Somelinguists believe that there isaspecific,innatelanguagelearningabilitythatisstrongerinsomestudentsthan 

in others. 

Language learning should be easy and adaptable to theirpracticalday-to-

daylife.Studentswhoarelearningasecondlanguagewhich is from the same language family as their first 

languagefeelmucheasiertaskthanthosewhoaren’t,forwhichthe 

externalfactorscharacterizetheparticularlanguagelearningsituation. “It is important that thetotality of their 

educational experience is appropriate for their needs” (H.H.Stern, 2013).  

Clearly,somelanguageteachersarebetterthanothersatprovidingappropriateandeffectivelearningexpe

riencesforthestudentsintheirclassrooms.Thesestudentswillmakefasterprogress.Theevidences found among 

the students prove that thesituations of the students where their own culture has a lower status than that of 

thecultureinwhichtheyarelearningthelanguagemakeslowerprogress. This thought could lead to further 

research. 
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